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For the past 40 years, ACORN Clinic has
been doing more than just providing
health services for residents of North

Central Florida...they have been
exhibiting concern and care for its
patients.

*Patients don't care how much you know wntil

theg know how much Yyou care.

-UNKNOWN




b \

rom little acorns, might s do

grow."

-Am&niéan novenls

..Which goes to show that the ACORN
Zlinic is a great representation of this
quote. While ACORN Clinic was once
only a thought, with the help of many
supporters this thought gained the
proper nourishment to blossom into
| what it is today...

ACORN Medical and Denta,l trii lers lc{;by;si)de.




ACORN Medical Clinic ACORN Dental Clinic

Then Then

Now




How it all got started..

Alachua County Organization for Rural Needs,
Inc, ACORN; was started in 1974 by two
Ga1nesv1lle churches — Westminister Presbyterian
and The United Church of Gainesville. It was the
vision of a few people: Dr.Glenn Dickson, Pastor of
Westminister Presbyterian Church; Pastor Larry
Reimer of United Church of Gainesville; Harriet
(Happy) Taylor, former Vista worker; Joanne
Weinman, former Vista worker; and Barbara Scott,
R.N., to establish a health clinic in an area where
there was a great need for health services.

"

A though the clinic was a vision of a few
i""_ eople it took many dedicated people to bring
it into fruition. Initially the clinic was started
in an attempt to bring medical services to
migrant workers and residents of the
northwestern section of Alachua County
where the median income per family was
$3500 in the early 1970s. So with that in
mind, health professionals willing to volunteer
their time allowed the clinic to open.
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About us (Medical Clinic) |

The Alachua County Organization for Rural Needs, Inc. (ACORN)

Clinic is a 501 (c)(3) organization located in Brgoker,FL providing
affordable medical care, dental care, and social services primarily |

for low-income residents in North Central Florida.

With the help of health professionals Volunteerlng, the ACORN

medical clinic is able to provide services such as:
General care Women's health care
- Annual physicals and lab tests
- Proper care for patients with
diabetes, cardiovascular disease,,
hypertension, etc

-Regular breast exams and
self-breast examination
education and mammogram

-Mental health counseling referral
-Counseling on nutrition and weight  -Referral for pre-natal care
management -Treatment for urinary tract
infections
Children's health care

-Child health maintenance
-Care and follow-up for acute and chronic illnesses
-School and camp physicals
-Treatment of minor illnesses or injuries including colds, aches
and pains -

-Routine gynecological exams |

About us (Dental Clinic)

ACORN dental clinic first started out operating in a donated
trailer and now today is a modern full service facility. It features
6 dental chairs and a 2 chair oral surgery suite.

Service include:

- Full restorative care such as: cleanings and exams for adults
and children,extractions, fillings, crowns,etc.
-Pediatric dentistry
-Outreach education on oral hygiene at local schools







Ms.Taylor collected blankets
and warm clothing from the
First Presbyterian Church in
order to take to workers after
the Santa Fe labor camp was
burned out.

¢ 1975 o

~The town of LaCrosee in Alachua County donated the
use of the LaCrosee Women's club building and
provided utilities in order to allow the clinic to open
once a week on Thursdays from 7:30pm-10:00pm.

-A needs assessment that was conducted determined
the need for health and dental care. At this time

" there was only 1 part time doctor. With this in mind,

the opening of a medical clinic took place soon after.




- The medical clinic was opened in
1976 in a small, rural community
outside of Brooker.

¢ 197156-1979. ¢

oring 1978: start selling frozen yogurt at the festival in

order to raise funds for the clinic

April 1978: ACORN hires 4 full-time employees and 1

part-time worker, with the help of grant funding

May 1978: ACORN publishes its first newsletter called

Nutcracker

ober 1978: (setback) CETA Grant is not extended for

clinic funding

problems

ly 1979: (setback) had to vacate the LaCrosse women's
' building

ictober 23, 1979: the clinic opens its doors again, this
time in a trailer






The Gainesville Sun
newspaper published
an article and picture

depicting ACORN
infrastructure being
moved. The photo
caption reads "The
new home for ACORN
was on the road
Thursday, moving
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early afternoon the
house was parked on
St. Rd. 121, north of
U.S. 441. The journey
to the clinic site near

Brooker will begin
...... again Monday
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- The dental clinic was opened next to
the medical clinic in 1982 in a small,
rural community called Brooker.

o0 Sl Boad 121, morth of U5 4L The Joweney v the siltwic s noer Brocler will bephe







An article is written about ACORN stating
how far it has come from first opening in
the 1970s. The article states that "it all
started from a weekly clinic in a
borrowed room in the Women's building in
LaCrosse”. Even though treatment was
free at that time, the ACORN clinic would
serve about 8 to 10 patients on a busy
night. With that being said, ACORN had its
work cut out in regards to earning the
residents trust and creating a positive

o G sl 0 B reputation, but nowadays the clinic is
oo e e B considered to be a great thing for Brooker
S i and nearby communities.
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iSmelley, publishes an article making note of

)

:.fjnearby residents. It also makes mention of
ACORN's hopes to expand the medical clinic
. and add a build a dental clinic structure.
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Helping ACORN grow
Dave Berkes, district manager of Publix Super Markets, presents P
Marilyn Mesh, executive director of ACORN Clinic, with a check fo

$10.000 for ACORN's capital campaign. The donation will assist
ACORN in the construction of its new dental clinic and communit)

center near Brooker.

10 NEIGHBORS/Thursday, December 11, 1897
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I?ave ﬂgr_ligg presents a check to Marilyn Mesh
in December for $10,000 to help ACORN with
the construction of the dental clinic.

ACORN was nominated to win a Rural
Health Award. The award ceremony
was held on May 29,1999.







2000

%ronOrd Te\egroph

March 14, 0% TIMES

- - The medical clinic expands from
~ being 3 exam rooms to 6 exam

~ rooms, two counseling offices, a
.~ separate medication area, and
laboratory space. During this time,
- construction for the dental clinic
began underway.

Acorn CI|n|c to double in size i




2000: Dental clinic construction 2000: Dental clinic construction
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2004: Sole Sisters

- For a short period of time in the 2000s,
ACORN's Medical clinic had an OB-Gyn
named Dr.Torres who delivered patients

babies, a.k.a ACORN babies.

- The "Sole Sisters" event is held to spread
breast cancer awareness.




Love you
like a sister

In April of 2004,the "Sole
Sisters” initiative was
sponsored by well-known
local photographer, Randy
Batista. The "Sole Sisters"
fundraising project raised
$55,000 to aid in ACORN's
| | efforts to stomp out breast
cancer. With the funds

| raised, the clinic is able to
offer free mammograms for
uninsured women ages 30-
50.
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2004: 30th Anniversary

You've

Jnuvited

L 2004: 30t Aéljpjversarv
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ACORN Clinic’s 30th Anniversary
Volunteer & Partner Recognition Reception

Wednesday, October 20, 2004
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm

HPNP Reception Hall
Health Professions, Nursing & Pharmacy Buildiig

behind Shands)

Parking: In the visitor parking garag

You will meet our Tooth Fairies!

(352) 485-1133 ext. 18

This event is sponsored by SHANDS HealthCare




Breast Health Outreach Program
(BHOP)

Since the early 2000's ACORN
Clinic has included a Breast
Health Outreach Program as part
of its Women's Health
Partnership.



2014: 40th Anniversary

ACORN CLINIC'S 40™ ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
1974-2014

Friday, November 21,2014 from 5-7:30pm
United Church of Galnesyllle Remer Fellowship Hall
1624 NW 5th Ave, Galnesvllle, FL 32603

HONORING OUR VOLUNTEERS AND
SUPPORTERS

JOIN US for:
Bella Luna Band, Memorabllia,
Refreshments/Libations, Art Silent Auction,
and Great People!







ACORN Clinic thanks

Bella Luna

For being  partofour 40° aniver




Toally Fuiy

For over 10 years, ACORN Clinic has had the well-
known "Tooth Fairy Dental Outereach Program”
targeting children ages three through six years who
attend our rural area Head Start, preschool, and
elementary schools. Children who attended the
program are better prepared to achieve good oral
health through the education provided and the take-
home packets that include an age-appropriate tooth
brush, tooth paste, and educational fliers for parents
on children’s oral hygiene and the dangers of second
hand smoke. This includes a flyer on ACORN Clinic and
its comprehensive services including pediatric dental
care. Several programs invite parents to attend the
sessions as well, and the Tooth Fairy is able to engage
those parents in improving their children’s oral
hygiene.

"In this pocket you will find
A teensy, tiny tooth of mine.

So while 9 sleep where dreams are made,

Let’s see if you can make a trade.”

“Author Unknown







2005

n AHE.»‘\LTl’ 1' (let\"rtﬁ- »
ACORN CLINIC

(352)485-1133  (352)485-2772

INSURANCE ACCEPTED :
Medical; Medicaid « Medicare « CHOICES *BCBS/PPO
Dental: Medicaids CHOICES= Florida Healthy Kids*MCNA

BLACwE CUNTY ORGANETION |06 RIM ez,

-ACORN gets a new logo.

- ACORN received the Blue
Foundation of Florida's
Sapphire Award.



2006
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-Alachua County Work of
Heart Award for ACORN
volunteers.

2009

-ACORN receives the
Florida's surgeon general
award for health
innovation, prevention,
and management.



Marcia Millet: 2014 Work of Heart
Awardee

In April 2014, Marcia Millett received the E.T. York Work of
Heart Award for her service in the community including
over 10 years volunteering at ACORN Clinic.
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ACORN Medical Clinic
Spanish clinic

Since 2008, ACORN Clinic has collaborated
with Dr. John Shahan and Pastor Jonathan
Colon to serve Spanish migrant workers in a
monthly free clinic. Patients from a local
Spanish church are transported by their
pastor for primary health care.




Dental Clinic
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‘After 27 plus years, | am surprisingly hard-pressed to
describe my work at the clinic. It is doubtless the best of
medicine, and it can also feel like the worst of the human

condition. Some days | leave with a very heavy heart,

feeling frustrated and defeated, but most days | leave with

a smile, having witnesses transformations, large and small,

In the lives of folks who are often without hope until they

come to us. | believe our lives have purpose; that things

come to us for a reason. Apparently, we don't get to see

life's big picture until the end, and we must have faith in

the meantime. But I'm pretty sure that what we're doing
here Is the right thing."

Lisa Molitor Gearen,ARNP
Volunteer Practitioner

Martha: After 50 years of smoking, Martha's
health had been severely compromised for several
years from chromic obstructive pulmonary disease

complicated by frequent lung infections each

winter. The pulmonary problems contributed to
other medical problems, making Martha feel
progressively worse. After several attempts to quit
smoking over the years, she was finally able to
"kick the habit” with the aid of patches, counseling
and frequent support visits at the clinic. She no
longer has to use inhalers and has been able to
reduce the amount and cost of her medication.
Martha is feeling great!



This scrapbook was

created bg:
Katherine Bratton

and
Christitna Pham




